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1. Downloading – Downloading is the retrieval and installation of data as a software application on a
computer, cell phone, or other electronic device using an Internet browser or similar application.
Where large file sizes are involved, a computer with high-speed Internet access is required, with
wireless access being slightly slower than with traditional wireline Internet access. Data is
downloaded to a temporary or permanent location, depending on the method used, a temporary
location is used while the data is being transferred, stored for later use, or processed, such as in a
file system or other database. Temporary files are typically deleted when they have been used, after
processing, a permanent storage method such as hard disk, floppy disk, CD-ROM, DVD or other
physical media is used to store the data. The computer has a data connection with a computerized
device. The data connection can be direct, such as over a local area network, or through a wireless
connection to the Internet, using an Ethernet cable. The type of connection can be to a local area
network, to the Internet, the data is retrieved, depending on the method used. The two most
common methods are World Wide Web download and FTP download, FTP is commonly used on
computers running Windows. HTTP is commonly used on Mac OS and Unix-based systems, from a
web browser, the user directs the browser to a web site, which may have a small file. Generally, a
large file may be retrieved by clicking on a link, a small file is retrieved in the background while the
user works on other tasks. If the small file is not available, the user can continue to wait while the
file is retrieved. A large file generally requires a longer time to download, and may take as long as
several hours. The files downloaded this way are sometimes referred to as simply download or
online, Downloading is also commonly used for updating software, creating digital backups, adding
features to software or games, and extracting files from data CDs and other data formats. On a
computer, a file can be downloaded to a disk, or to a flash drive, Transferring files from one disk or
CD to another, known as ripping, is usually done through ripping programs. These programs are
generally installed along with the media format software, Windows has its own built-in support for
downloading data, but uses the built-in programs that come with the operating system. In Windows,
the user downloads data from the web browser, two popular web browsers are Internet Explorer and
Mozilla Firefox. Internet Explorer 6 or Internet Explorer
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